
Day 1 (February 23, 2014): San Antonio Forest and Andean Cock-of-the-rock Lek
	 The	first	day	of	birding	in	the	San	Antonio	Cloud	Forest	in	the	Western	Andes	was	quite	a	day.	The	

first	bird	of	the	trip	was	Golden-headed	Quetzal,	seen	by	the	entire	group	as	we	exited	the	van.	We	all	

agreed	that	this	was	a	premonition	of	an	excellent	few	weeks	of	birding	to	come.	Shortly	after	the	Quetzal	we	

had	nice	views	of	Saffron-crowned	Tanager,	Streak-capped	Treehunter,	Chestnut-capped	Brush-finch	and	

then	a	magical	moment.	We	heard	the	endemic	Chestnut	Wood-quail	very	close	to	us,	and	had	the	show	of	

a	lifetime	as	the	bird	flew	across	the	road	and	landed	in	front	of	us,	allowing	us	to	observe	it	with	unobstruct-

ed	views	for	more	than	a	minute.	Definitely	a	special	treat	for	us	as	this	is	a	difficult	bird.		After	the	show,	

we	proceeded	along	the	road	through	the	San	Antonio	Forest	and	saw	Multicolored	Tanager,	Bright-rumped	

Attila,	Golden-crowned	Flycatcher	and	Orange-breasted	Chlorophonia.	Most	of	the	group	was	able	to	have	

decent	views	of	the	skulker	Nariño	Tapaculo,	and	then	we	all	enjoyed	Green-and-black	Fruiteater	and	Uni-
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form	Antshrike	in	an	open	area	along	the	road.	The	

rest	of	the	morning	yielded	species	such	as	Whis-

kered	Wren,	Grey-breasted	Wood-wren,	and	Azara’s	

Spinetail	and	White-naped	and	Yellow-breasted	

Brush-finch.	The	morning	ended	with	Blue-capped	

Tanager	and		Colombian	Chachalaca	before	mak-

ing	our	way	to	Eduardo	Carvajal’s	for	a	lovely	lunch	

with	tropical	fruits,	macadamia	nuts	and	“Ajiaco”,	a	

Colombian	specialty	soup	made	with	3	different	kinds	

of	potatoes,	chicken,	and	garnished	with	capers	and	

heavy	cream.

	 Content	and	with	a	full	belly,	we	then	made	
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our	way	through	Felidia,	La	Leonera	and	to	the	

Andean	Cock-of-the	Rock	Lek	adjacent	to	the	Faral-

lones	National	Park.	We	stopped	before	arriving	at	

the	lek	and	had	a	nice	time	seeing	Metallic-green,	

Bay-headed,	Golden	and	Scrub	Tanagers,	as	well	as	

Blue-naped	Chlorophonia	and	Western	Emerald.		

	 Jaime	Certuche	gave	us	a	warm	welcome	at	

his	property,	and	after	meeting	with	some	local	folks	

that	had	just	come	from	the	lek	we	embarked	on	the	

short	hike	down	the	hill.	Alas,	we	enjoyed	an	hour	at	

the	lek	where	5	individuals	gave	us	a	show	and	the	

photographers	in	the	group	had	a	heyday.	We	had	

“ojaldras”	(fried	dough)	with	Jaime	and	his	wife	and	

then	returned	to	our	quaint	hotel	in	Cali	for	list-mak-

ing,	Chinese	food	and	some	rest.	

Day 2 (February 24, 2014): El 18 and Dolmetsch 
Arboretum

	 Our	second	day	of	birding	was	in	the	infamous	

Km	18,	where	we	spent	our	first	hour	at	the	feed-

ers	at	Finca	Alejandria.	We	met	Raul	and	Elsa,	the	

very	enthusiastic	owners	of	the	property.		A	paradise	

for	hummingbirds	and	tanagers,	our	hummer	list	

grew	very	quickly	as	we	added	Andean	Emerald,	

Steely-vented	Hummingbird,	Buff-tailed	Coronet,	

the	incredible	Long-tailed	Sylph,	Brown	Violetear,	

White-necked	Jacobin,	Bronzy	Inca,	Purple-throated	

Woodstar,	Speckled	Hummingbird	and	Blue-headed	

Saphire	to	our	growing	list.	As	to	tanagers,	we	had	

incredible	views	and	excellent	photo	opportunities	

of	Golden-naped,	Golden,	Scrub,	Saffron-crowned,	

Blue-capped,	Flame-rumped,	Blue-grey,	Palm	and	

Summer	Tanagers.	Other	notable	species	that	visited	

the	feeders	during	the	morning	included	Red-headed	

and	Black-billed	and	Glossy-black	Thrushes.

	 Knowing	that	the	road	would	yield	a	good	

number	of	species,	we	peeled	the	group	off	the	

feeders	and	hit	the	road,	with	nice	species	such	as	

Red-faced	Spinetail,	Golden-winged	Manakin,	Ashy-

throated	Tanager,	Crested	Quetzal,	Yellow-faced	

Grassquit,	Fawn-breasted	Tanager,	Barred	Becard,	

Streak-capped	Treehunter,	Green-and-black	Fruit-

eater,	Collared	Trogon,	Oleaginous	Hemispingus,	

Three-striped	Warbler	and	Tropical	Parula.	A	special	

treat	for	the	entire	group	was	unobstructed	views	

of	the	hard	to	see	Andean	Solitaire,	whose	melodic	

song	we	had	been	hearing	all	day.	
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	 After	lunch	we	had	some	time	to	enjoy	the	

feeders	and	then	headed	to	the	Dolmetsch	Arbore-

tum	for	a	private	tour	by	creator	and	Director	Alvaro	

Calonje.	The	collection	of	over	1,000	species	of	

plants	from	around	the	world	impressed	those	with	

an	eye	for	botany,	and	we	did	add	a	few	more	birds	

to	our	growing	list:	Black-throated	Mango,	Blue-

necked	Tanager	and	Green-crowned	Woodnymph.	

The	afternoon	was	spent	crossing	the	Cauca	Valley	

to	the	city	of	Buga,	where	we	had	some	down	time	

to	check	out	the	miracle-making	church	and	enjoy	

the	humongous	pool	before	dinner.	Not	bad	for	a	day	

with	98	species!

Day 3 (February 25, 2014): Sonso Lagoon

	 Excitement	was	in	the	air	during	our	nice	buf-

fet	breakfast,	as	the	entire	group	had	been	anticipat-

ing	some	wetland	birding.	The	Sonso	Lagoon	is	one	

of	the	Cauca	Valley’s	last	remaining	wetlands,	as	

most	of	the	valley	has	been	converted	to	a	mono-

culture	of	sugar	cane.	It	is	teeming	with	birds,	so	we	

sure	enjoyed	birding	the	riparian	areas	and	wetlands	

the	reserve	has	to	offer.		The	day	started	off	with	

many	aquatic	birds	along	the	main	road,	including:	

Fulvous,	Black-bellied,	and	White-faced	Whistling-

ducks;	Purple	Gallinule,	Wattled	Jacana,	Limpkin,	

Blue-great,	Cocoi,	Little-blue	and	Striated	Herons;	

Snowy,	Great	and	Cattle	Egrets;	and	Snail	Kite	was	

observed	hunting	for	snails	and	eating	a	rodent.	A	

definite	highlight	of	the	morning	was	the	rare	Comb	

Duck.	We	observed	1	male	individual	a	super	bird	to	

add	to	our	nice	trip	list.	The	first	40	minutes	of	birding	

were	just	fabulous.		

	 We	parked	at	the	reserve	and	immediately	

had	nice	birds,	including	Lesser	Nighthawk	and	

Common	Potoo,	nocturnal	birds	that	we	caught	

sleeping	and	provided	magnificent	photo	opportuni-
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ties.		The	morning	continued	to	get	better	and	better,	

with	Crimson-crested,	Red-crowned	and	Lineated	

Woodpeckers	making	an	appearance.	We	then	

headed	to	a	nearby	viewing	platform	and	we	saw	

great	birds,	including	the	uncommon	Jet	Antbird,	

Slate-headed	Tody-flycatcher,	and	extremely	nice	

views	of	the	lovable	Spectacled	Parrolet.	It	was	hard	

to	leave	the	platform	as	more	and	more	species	

came	to	us:		Pale-breasted	Spinetail,	Greater	Ani,	

Yellow-olive	Flycatcher,	Yellow	Oriole,	and	the	very	

tiny	and	the	endemic	Greyish	Piculet.	Then,	another	

treat,	the	endemic	Apical	Flycatcher	showed	up	just	

before	we	left	the	tower.	

	 As	we	walked	to	an	open	area,	we	finally	had	

impressive	views	of	Striped	Cuckoo	singing	and	

raising	its	crest	just	a	few	meters	away.	Then	Blue-

black	Grassquit	and	Pied	Water-tyrant	showed	up	

as	a	bonus.	On	our	way	back	to	the	bus	we	tried	

successfully	for	the	very	vocal	Great	Antshrike,	with	

great	views	had	by	all.	We	returned	to	our	hotel	for	

showers	and	a	delicious	“sancocho”,	a	very	Colom-

bian	soup	made	with	chicken,	plantains,	yucca,	and	

a	special	blend	of	spices.	The	afternoon	was	spent	

traveling	to	Montezuma,	which	involved	covering	the	

rest	of	the	Cauca	Valley	and	descending	through	a	

coffee	growing	landscape	in	the	western	Andes	and	

some	pleasant	towns	along	the	way.	

Day 4 (February 26, 2014) Montezuma
	 This	was	a	very	special	day	for	Choco	special-

ties,	very	early	in	the	morning	we	began	our	ascent	

up	the	infamous	Montezuma	road,	in	the	Tatama	

National	Park.	Our	first	specialty	of	the	day	was	the	

endemic	Gold-ringed	Tanager,	and	the	near	endem-

ics	Glistening-green	Tanager	and	Black-chinned	

Mountain-tanager	were	an	added	bonus.		Male	and	

Female	Golden-collared	Honeycreeper	made	an	ap-

pearance,	what	a	slightly	bird!	The	list	kept	growing	

and	growing	as	we	added	Brown	Inca,	the	attractive	

Chestnut-breasted	Chlorophonia,	Orange-breasted	
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Fruiteater,	Ornate	Flycatcher,	Dusky-bush	Tanager,	

and	Purplish-mantled	Tanager.	The	highlight	of	the	

day	was	most	definitely	Ochre-breasted	Antpitta,	

seen	perched	very	close	to	us	and	incredibly	cooper-

ative	as	the	entire	group	had	nice	views.	Black-and-

gold	Tanager,	another	special	endemic	the	showed	

up,	all	of	us	agreeing	it	had	been	a	stupendous	

morning.	Our	lunch	was	delivered	via	horseback,	and	

our	hungry	crew	was	excited	to	see	lunch	made	it	

safely	up	the	hill.	The	afternoon	yielded	other	great	

birds	such	as	Black	Solitaire,	Olive	Finch,	Tricolored	

Brush-finch,	and	Olivaceus	Piha.

	 The	fog	began	to	descend	but	this	did	not	

stop	us.	Walking	down	to	the	lodge	we	saw	Bat	Fal-

con,	River-bank	Warbler,	White-capped	Dipper	and	

around	the	lodge	at	the	feeders	we	had	some	other	

delights.	Velvet-purple	Coronet,	Empress	Brilliant,	

and	White-tailed	Hillstar	were	our	favorite	hummers.	

Arriving	at	the	banana	feeders	were	Buff-throated	

and	Black-winged	Saltator,	Silver-throated	Tanager,	

and	feeding	in	the	wet	areas	surrounding	the	lodge	

we	had	very	nice	views	of	the	uncommon	Blackish	

Rail.	

Day 6 (February 27, 2014): Montezuma
	 Our	mission	today	was	to	reach	the	top	of	the	

hill,	where	a	military	base	sits	as	2,200	meters	and	

some	very	special	birds	can	be	found.	We	could	not	

help	but	to	take	in	the	amazing	views	before	begin-

ning	our	search	for	Chestnut-bellied	Flowerpiercer.	

Before	the	flowerpiercer	appeared,	Munchique	

Wood-wren,	a	recently	described	endemic,	posed	

for	us	for	a	few	minutes,	just	asking	to	be	looked	at.	

Then	a	stupendous	view	of	Grass-green	Tanager.		It	

took	us	about	a	half	hour	for	the	whole	group	to	have	

views	of	the	flowerpiercer,	but	once	everybody	saw	it	

the	bird	began	to	appear	regularly	and	we	all	enjoyed	

it	immensely.	Other	notable	species	near	the	top	of	

the	hill	included	Rufous	Spinetail,	the	beautiful	Hood-

ed	Mountain-tanager,	and	Tyrian	Metaltail.	Cloud	

Forest	Pygmy-owl	was	heard	constantly	during	our	

descent	but	was	not	visible	despite	our	efforts.	

	 The	group	enjoyed	the	astounding	amount	of	

botanical	diversity	when	the	birding	slowed	down,	

Chestnut-bellied FLowerpiercer



especially	the	orchids.	Lunch	was	delivered	by	horse	

and	lunch	was	enjoyed	in	our	trusty	jeeps	as	it	be-

gan	to	drizzle.	We	decided	to	try	our	luck	a	bit	lower	

as	the	fog	became	dense,	which	proved	to	be	an	

excellent	choice.	As	the	activity	began	to	pick	up,	

we	heard	Barred	Fruiteater	and	Tanager	Finch	and	

added	these	two	specialties	to	the	list.	Most	impres-

sive	was	the	show	that	went	on	with	two	Tanager	

Finch	individuals	for	about	ten	minutes.	The	af-

ternoon	was	productive	despite	the	fog,	yielding	

Black-throated	Tody-flycatcher,	Black-chested	Jay,	

Chestnut-headed	and	Russet-backed	Oropendolas.	

We	tried	at	Parker’s	Antbird	and	Plain-backed	Ant-

pitta	to	no	avail,	but	it	was	fun	watching	Riverbank	

Warbler	along	the	road	before	returning	to	the	lodge	

for	dinner	and	list-making.	

Day 7 (February 28, 2014): Montezuma – Otun-
Quimbaya
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	 Our	last	day	in	Montezuma	we	spent	birding	

close	to	the	lodge	looking	for	some	of	the	species	

missing	on	our	list.	Birding	at	the	feeders	we	saw	

Violet-tailed	Sylph,	White-tailed	Hillstar,	and	the	near	

endemics	Empress	Brilliant	and		Purple-throated	

Woodstar	and	others.	On	the	road	we	saw	Tropical	

Pewee	and	the	spectacular	Green-fronted	Lance-

bill,	and	worked	hard	to	get	views	of	White-breasted	

Wood-wren	and	Parker’s	Antbird.	We	all	enjoyed	

close-up	views	of	an	adult	Bat	Falcon	teaching	a	

juvenile	to	hunt	cicadas.	On	the	way	to	the	river	we	

saw	the	gorgeous	Purplish-mantled	Tanager,	as	well	

as	Bay	Wren,	River-bank	Warbler,	and	Chestnut	and	

Russet-backed	Oropendolas.	We	had	nice	luck	with	

mixed	flocks,	in	which	we	saw	Metallic-green	Tana-

ger,	Blue-necked	Tanager,	Golden-winged	Manakin,	

Yellow-throated	Bush-tanager,	and	Canada	Warbler.	

We	arrived	to	the	lodge	before	lunch	in	time	for	a	

refreshing	visit	to	a	nearby	waterfall	before	packing	

up	and	heading	towards	Otun-Quimbaya.	

	 On	the	way	to	Pereira	we	had	a	short	stop	in	

the	quaint	town	of	Apia,	to	enjoy	a	nice	cup	of	coffee	

and	people-watching	on	the	main	square.	We	meet	

Julian	Zuleta,	a	local	leader	who	runs	the	birding	

club,	as	we	had	some	donations	for	his	group	as	

their	office	recently	burnt	down	and	they	lost	ev-

erything.	He	was	very	thankful	to	Ralph	and	Katie	

Gutierrez,	Patty	Kamsyz,	Terrance	Bonace	and	the	

American	Birding	Association	Birder’s	Exchange	

program	for	donating	equipment	to	the	group.		We	

arrived	in	Pereria	and	began	our	ascent	along	the	

Otun	River,	everybody	with	eyes	on	the	river	for	Tor-

ren	Duck.	About	halfway	up	the	hill	Jose	spotted	a	

male	on	a	rock	in	the	middle	of	the	river,	which	we	all	
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enjoyed	immensely.	

Day 8 (March 1, 2014): Otun-Quimbaya
	 We	had	an	early	breakfast	and	began	birding	

in	the	vicinity	of	the	lodge,	which	had	us	thrilled	as	

we	had	great	views	of	Red-ruffed	Fruitcrow,	Green	

Jay,	Yellow-bellied	Siskin	and	many	of	the	common	

tanagers.	Our	early	morning	walk	to	the	river	yielded	

many	new	species	such	as	Pale-naped	Brush-finch,	

Pale-edged	Flycatcher	and	Green	Hermit.	We	spent	

some	time	on	the	bridge	near	the	fish	hatchery	

which	gave	us	the	opportunity	to	see	Torrent	Tyran-

nulet	and	White-capped	Dipper.	We	continued	to	

add	species	to	our	list,	with	Louisiana	Waterthrush,	

Streaked	Saltator,	Band-tailed	Pigeon,	and	one	of	

the	best	shows	of	the	trip.	A	flock	of	the	uncommon	

Golden-plumed	Parakeet	arrived	and	kept	on	getting	

closer	and	closer	to	us,	feeding	away	at	the	fruits	of	

the	balsam	tree	as	we	feasted	our	eyes	on	this	spe-

cial	occasion.	Content,	we	returned	to	the	lodge	for	

lunch,	which	consisted	of	fresh	trout	for	the	nearby	

hatchery.	

	 The	afternoon	brought	some	nice	surprises	

and	superb	birding.	Views	of	the	Cauca	Guan	were	

nice,	and	it	was	fun	to	get	acquainted	with	this	en-

demic	species	that	was	once	thought	to	be	extinct.	

The	road	through	the	forest	yielded	the	endemic	

Crested	Ant-tanager,	Speckle-faced	Parrot,	the	gor-

geous	and	endemic	Multicolored	Tanager,	Montane-

foliage	Gleaner,	Slaty	Spinetail,	and	we	heard	the	

uncommon	Mustached	Antpitta	and	we	saw	the	near	

endemic	Rufous-breasted	Flycatcher.	In	retrospect,	

it	was	one	of	the	best	birding	days	we	have	had	in	

Otun-Quimbaya.

Day 9 (March 2, 2014): Otun-Quimbaya – Rio 
Blanco
	 This	one	was	our	last	day	in	Otun	Quimbaya	

and	our	first	day	in	the		Rio	Blanco	Reserve.	After	

breakfast	we	drove	to	the	end	of	the	road	and	started	

hiking	towards	the	lodge.	The	first	birds	of	the	day	

were	Sickle-winged	Guan,	Chapman’s	Swift	and	

Grey-rumped	Swift,	then	we	had	amazing	views	

of	Spotted	Barbtail.		After	that	a	big	woodcreeper	

was	about	the	area	and	this	one	was	Strong-billed	

Woodcreeper.	Inside	the	forest	we	heard	Chestnut-

crowned	Antpitta,	and	had	some	nice	views	of	this	
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forest	skulker.	Streak-necked	Fruit-Tyrant	appeared	

nearby,	and	birding	down	the	road	we	got	a	mixed	

flock	with	Three-striped,	Russet-crowned,	Canada	

and	Blackburnian	Warblers	as	well	as	Ash-throat-

ed	Bush-tanager	and	Slaty	Antwren.	A	festival	of	

tanagers	showed	in	front	of	us,	with	Metallic-green,	

Beryl-spangled,	Golden,	and	the	majestic	Multicol-

ored	Tanager.	If	that	was	not	enough,	the	flock	also	

brought	Speckled	Hummingbird	and	Orange-bellied	

Euphonia,	and	at	the	lodge	we	saw	Lesser	Gold-

finch,	Rusty	Flowerpiercer,	and	Hepatic	Tanager.

	 We	had	an	early	lunch	and	headed	to	Maniza-

les,	where	we	climbed	on	gondolas,	a	form	of	public	

transportation	that	afforded	great	views	of	the	city.	A	

walk	through	downtown	was	very	pleasant,	and	we	

had	a	chance	to	try	“Chontaduro”	a	palm	fruit	that	

is	eaten	with	honey	and	salt.	We	also	tried	another	

street	vendor	delicacy,	“dedos	de	queso”,	fried	dough	

stuffed	with	cheese	and	guava.	After	enjoying	Bolivar	

Plaza,	we	crossed	Manizales	and	began	our	ascent	

up	to	Rio	Blanco.		

	 We	arrived	at	the	lodge	in	time	to	do	some	

birding,	and	in	a	matter	of	minutes	had	seen	Tourma-

line	Sunangel,	Long-tailed	Sylph,	Buff-tailed	Coronet,	

Collared	Inca,	Fawn-breasted	Brilliant	and	Tawny-

bellied	Hermit	at	the	feeders.	Other	birds	that	hang	

near	the	lodge	and	appeared	included	White-sided	

and	Masked	Flower	Piercers,	Blue-winged	Mountain-

tanager,	Blue-capped	Tanager,	and	Great	Thrush.	

At	dusk	we	walked	down	the	road	from	the	lodge	

and	had	views	of	Band-winged	Nightjar	in	flight	and	

Rufous-bellied	Nighthawk	perched	very	close	from	

us.	We	heard	White-throated	Screech-owl	and	wait-

ed	patiently	but	the	bird	never	came	to	us.

Slate-crowned Antpitta by Elston Hill



Day 10 (March 3, 2014): Rio Blanco
	 A	rainy	morning	did	not	slow	us	down	as	we	

headed	to	the	Antpitta	feeders	near	the	lodge.	As	

we	settled	in	at	the	first	feeder,	Chestnut-crowned	

Antpitta	gave	us	a	warm	welcome.	Immediately	

thereafter,	the	show	began	with	the	appearance	of	

the	endemic	Brown-banded	Antpitta,	and	we	enjoyed	

both	these	birds	for	20	minutes	of	non-stop	entertain-

ment	and	photography.	Content,	we	made	our	way	

to	the	next	feeder	with	a	short	stop	to	see	Blackish	

Tapaculo.	The	next	feeder	took	some	patience	but	

eventually	we	had	terrific	views	of	the	tiny	Slate-

crowned	Antpitta.	The	last	feeder	at	the	day	did	not	

yield	the	endemic	Bicolored	Antpitta,	but	nearby	we	

saw	the	bold	Chestnut-naped	Antpitta.	It	rained	inter-

mittently	during	the	rest	of	the	morning	but	we	were	

still	able	to	add	Ash-throated	Tapaculo,	Superciliaried	

Hemispingus	and	Lachrymose	Mountain-tanager	to	

our	list.	

	 After	lunch	we	took	a	small	break	and	after	a	

short	period	of	sunshine	it	began	to	rain	again.	

The	afternoon	was	similar	to	the	morning,	a	bit	slow	

due	to	the	rain	but	we	saw	nice	birds	such	as	Gold-

en-plumed	Parakeet	and	White-capped	Tanager.	

Then	we	went	down	the	road	looking	for	Lyre-tailed	

Nightjar	and	Swallow-tailed	Nightjar.	As	we	arrived,	

Lyre-tailed	Nightjar	appeared	on	the	road	and	we	

had	nice	views	of	this	bird.	

Day 11 (March 4, 2014): Rio Blanco
	 Our	eleventh	day	of	the	trip	brought	nicer	

weather	and	better	birding	opportunities,	with	the	

morning	yielding	Powerful	Woodpecker,	Crimson-

mantled	Woodpecker,	Black-collared	Jay,	and	a	

mixed	flock	with	Pearled	Treerunner,	Black-capped	

and	Superciliared	Hemispingus,	Grey-hooded	Bush-

tanager	and	Sharp’s	Wren.		After	lunch	we	said	our	

goodbye’s	to	the	staff	at	the	lodge	and	birded	down	

the	road,	when	the	bird	of	the	day	appeared,	Red-

hooded	Tanager.	Other	goodies	of	our	last	afternoon	

included	Slaty-backed	Chat-tyrant,	Acadian	Flycatch-

er,	Rufous-browed	Peppershrike,	and	Smoky-brown	

Woodpecker.	At	the	feeders	at	the	gate	we	added	

some	nice	hummingbirds	to	our	list:	White-bellied	

Woodstar,	and	Green	and	Sparkling	Violetears.	After	

a	nice	day	of	birding	we	drove	to	our	hotel	in	the	

outskirts	of	Manizales	and	very	much	enjoyed	the	hot	

 Brown-banded Antpitta by Elston Hill

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta by Elston Hill



springs.	

Day 12 (March 5, 2014): Los Nevados National 
Park
	 Excitement	was	in	the	air	as	we	prepared	

to	ascend	to	the	Nevado	del	Ruiz,	on	what	turned	

out	to	be	one	of	our	finest	birding	days.	A	constant	

drizzle	during	our	drive	up	did	not	stop	us	from	

getting	some	nice	birds,	include	Paramo	and	Plain-

colored	Seedeaters,	Sedge	Wren,	Plumbeus	Sier-

ra-finch,	Stout-billed	Cinclodes	and	Ruddy	Duck.	

As	we	continued	our	ascent	the	rain	stopped	and	

clouds	cleared,	reaching	the	park	entrance	with	a	

very	warm	welcome	by	a	vocalizing	Tawny	Antpitta.	

A	few	minutes	and	we	had	ridiculously	nice	views	of	

Bearded	Helmetcrest	perched	on	a	“frailejon”	(Es-

pletia).	Then	we	enjoyed	a	White-chinned	Thistletail	

gathering	nesting	material	from	the	same	plant.	

	 The	group	enjoyed	the	scenery	and	we	de-

scended	to	our	lunch	spot,	where	we	all	saw	Shin-

ning	Sunbeam	and	Black-chested	Buzzrd-eagle	as	

we	enjoyed	our	picnic.	After	lunch	the	activity	was	

great,	starting	with	close-up	views	of	three	Andean	

Siskin,	then	Black	Flowerpiercer	and	Viridian	Metal-

tail.	We	spent	some	time	on	a	ledge	overlooking	elfin	

forest,	and	saw	some	excellent	specialties	back-

to-back:	Black-thighed	Puffleg,	Great	Saphirewing,	

Black-backed	Bush-tanager,	and	Paramo	Tapaculo.	

Then	Brown-backed	Chat-tyrant	before	spectacular	

views	of	Red-crested	Cotinga.	An	epic	way	to	end	

the	day	was	having	the	pleasure	of	enjoying	incred-

ible	views	of	Scarlet-bellied	Mountain-tanager	for	

several	minutes.	After	a	long	day	of	birding	we	all	

enjoyed	some	time	in	the	hot	springs	and	a	very	nice	

meal	reminiscing	on	a	perfect	day.	

Bearded Helmetcrest



Day 13 (March 6, 2014): Manizales-Cali Drive
	 A	bit	of	a	later	start	had	us	on	our	way	to	Cali	

by	8	a.m,	as	we	had	some	stops	planned	during	the	

drive.	Our	first	stop	near	a	small	lake	by	Chinchina	

yielded	Least	Grebe	and	Ruddy-breasted	Seed-

eater.	Not	much	else	was	going	on	so	we	continued	

towards	Cali,	stopping	at	a	rest	stop	with	nice	views	

of	Pereira	and	some	good	coffee	and	souvenirs.	We	

descended	the	central	Andes	to	the	Cauca	Valley	

and	made	a	short	stop	near	Sonso	Lagoon	for	Terry	

to	get	a	taste	of	the	birding	he	had	missed	during	

the	first	days	of	the	trip.	

	 Patty	spotted	another	addition	to	the	list,	

Fork-tailed	Flycatcher	which	was	enjoyed	by	all.	

More	views	of	Comb	Duck	and	other	aquatic	birds	

including	Little	Blue	Heron	and	Black-bellied	Whis-

tling	Duck	were	greatly	appreciated	by	Terry.	Our	

Our Birding Group at Los Nevados

lunch	stop	yielded	Southern-beardless	Tyrannulet	

and	Tropical	Mockingbird,	and	Spectaced	Parrot-

let	for	Terry	who	was	wanting	to	see	this	cute	bird.	

Content	with	lunch	we	headed	to	Cali	for	showers	

and	some	rest	before	a	walk	along	the	Cali	river.	The	

walk	proved	to	be	a	great	idea,	as	we	added	Orange-

chinned	Parakeet	and	Chestnut-fronted	Macaw	to	

the	list.	

	 The	night	was	spent	touring	the	San	Antonio	

music	and	observing	some	Andean	dancing	before	

enjoying	some	delectable	pizza	and	drinks	with	

views	of	El	Peñon	park.	We	said	our	goodbye’s	and	

reminisced	on	the	fabulous	trip	before	returning	to	

the	hotel	for	rest	before	some	early	flights.	



Highland	Tinamou	 h

Black-bellied	Whistling-Duck	 	

Fulvous	Whistling-Duck	 	

Comb	Duck	 	

White-faced	Whistling-Duck	 	

Torrent	Duck		

Blue-winged	Teal	 	

Cinnamon	Teal	 	

Ruddy	Duck	 	

Sickle-winged	Guan		

Cauca	Guan	 	

Colombian	Chachalaca	 	

Chestnut	Wood-Quail	 	

Least	Grebe	 	

Pied-billed	Grebe	 	

Neotropical	Cormorant	 	

Black-crowned	Night-Heron	 	

Striated	Heron	 	

Cattle	Egret	 	

Great	Egret	 	

Great	Blue	Heron	 	

Cocoi	Heron	 	

Snowy	Egret		

Little	Blue	Heron	 	

Glossy	Ibis	 	

Bare-faced	Ibis	 	

Turkey	Vulture	 	

Black	Vulture		

Osprey	 	

Snail	Kite	 	

Sharp-shinned	Hawk	 	

Black-chested	Buzzard-Eagle	 	

Roadside	Hawk	 	

Broad-winged	Hawk		

Black-and-chestnut	Eagle	 	

Laughing	Falcon	 h

Crested	Caracara	 	

Yellow-headed	Caracara	 	

Bat	Falcon	 	

Limpkin	 	

Blackish	Rail		

Common	Gallinule	 	

Purple	Gallinule	 	

American	Coot	 	

Southern	Lapwing	 	

Black-necked	Stilt	 	

Spotted	Sandpiper	 	

Greater	Yellowlegs	 	

Solitary	Sandpiper	 	

Wattled	Jacana	 	

Ruddy	Ground-Dove	 	

Rock	Dove	 	

Band-tailed	Pigeon	 	

Pale-vented	Pigeon		

Dusky	Pigeon	 	

Eared	Dove	 	

White-tipped	Dove	 	

White-throated	Quail-Dove		

Ruddy	Quail-Dove	 h

Chestnut-fronted	Macaw	 	

Golden-plumed	Parakeet	 	

Scarlet-fronted	Parakeet	 	

Spectacled	Parrotlet	 	

Orange-chinned	Parakeet	 	

Barred	Parakeet	 h

Rusty-faced	Parrot	 	

Red-lored	Parrot	 	

Blue-headed	Parrot		

Speckle-faced	Parrot	 	

Bronze-winged	Parrot	 	

Scaly-naped	Parrot	 	

Squirrel	Cuckoo	 	



Greater	Ani	 	

Smooth-billed	Ani	 	

Striped	Cuckoo	 	

Tropical	Screech-Owl	 h

Cloud	Forest	Pygmy-owl	 	

White-throated	Screech-owl	 h

Mottled	Owl	 h

Rufous-banded	Owl	h

Common	Potoo	 	

Rufous-bellied	Nighthawk	 	

Lesser	Nighthawk	 	

Band-winged	Nightjar	 	

Lyre-tailed	Nightjar	 	

Chestnut-collared	Swift	 	

White-collared	Swift		

Chapman’s	Swift	 	

Gray-rumped	Swift	 	

White-necked	Jacobin	 	

White-tipped	Sicklebill	 	

Green	Hermit	 	

Tawny-bellied	Hermit	 	

Green-fronted	Lancebill	 	

Wedge-billed	Hummingbird	 	

Brown	Violetear	 	

Green	Violetear	 	

Sparkling	Violetear	 	

Black-throated	Mango	 	

Tourmaline	Sunangel	 	

Speckled	Hummingbird	 	

Long-tailed	Sylph	 	

Violet-tailed	Sylph	 	

Bearded	Helmetcrest	 	

Tyrian	Metaltail	 	

Viridian	Metaltail	 	

Greenish	Puffleg	 	

Golden-breasted	Puffleg	 	

Black-thighed	Puffleg	 	

Great	Saphirewing	 	

Shining	Sunbeam	 	

Bronzy	Inca	 	

Brown	Inca	 	

Collared	Inca		

Buff-tailed	Coronet	 	

Velvet-purple	Coronet	 	

Booted	Racket-tail	 	

Fawn-breasted	Brilliant	 	

Empress	Brilliant	 	

White-bellied	Woodstar	 	

Purple-throated	Woodstar	 	

White-tailed	Hillstar	 	

Western	Emerald	 	

Green-crowned	Woodnymph	 	

Rufous-tailed	Hummingbird	 	

Andean	Emerald	 	

Steely-vented	Hummingbird	 	

Blue-headed	Saphire	 	

Golden-headed	Quetzal	 	

Crested	Quetzal	 h

Collared	Trogon	 	

Masked	Trogon	 	

Amazon	Kingfisher	 	

Highland	Motmot	 	

Red-headed	Barbet		

Toucan	Barbet	 h

Crimson-rumped	Toucanet		

Greyish	Piculet		 	

Acorn	Woodpecker	 	

Red-crowned	Woodpecker		 	

Smoky-brown	Woodpecker		

Yellow-vented	Woodpecker	 	

Golden-olive	Woodpecker	 	

Crimson-mantled	Woodpecker	 	



Lineated	Woodpecker	 	

Powerful	Woodpecker	 	

Crimson-crested	Woodpecker	 	

Stout-billed	Cinclodes	 	

Andean	Tit-Spinetail		

White-chinned	Thistletail	 	

Azara’s	Spinetail	 	

Rufous	Spinetail	 	

Pale-breasted	Spinetail	 	

Slaty	Spinetail	 	

Red-faced	Spinetail		

Spotted	Barbtail	 	

Pearled	Treerunner	 	

Buffy	Tuftedcheek	 	

Montane	Foliage-gleaner	 	

Linneated	Foliage-gleaner	 	

Uniform	Treehunter	 	

Streak-capped	Treehunter	 	

Flammulated	Treehunter	 	

Ruddy	Foliage-gleaner	 	

Streaked	Xenops	 	

Tyrannine	Woodcreeper	 	

Wedge-billed	Woodcreeper	 	

Strong-billed	Woodcreeper		

Cocoa	Woodcreeper	 h

Spotted	Woodrcreeper	 	

Montane	Woodcreeper	 	

Great	Antshrike	 	

Bar-crested	Antshrike	 	

Uniform	Antshrike	 	

Slaty	Antwren	 	

Long-tailed	Antbird	 	

Jet	Antbird	 	

Parker’s	Antbird	 	

Bicolored	Antbird	 h

Moustached	Antpitta	 h

Chestnut-crowned	Antpitta		

Bicolored	Antpitta	 h

Chestnut-naped	Antpitta	 	

Undulated	Antpitta	 h

Plain-backed	Antpitta	 h

Yellow-breasted	Antpitta	 h

Rufous	Antpitta	 h

Tawny	Antpitta	 	

Brown-banded	Antpitta	 	

Ochre-breasted	Antpitta	 	

Slate-crowned	Antpitta	 	

Ocellated	Tapaculo	 h

Ash-colored	Tapaculo	 	

Blackish	Tapaculo	 	

Nariño	Tapaculo	 	

Alto-pisones	Tapaculo	 h

Spillmann’s	Tapaculo	 h

Paramo	Tapaculo	 	

Black-capped	Tyrannulet	 	

Yellow-crowned	Tyrannulet		

Southern	Beardless-Tyrannulet	 	

Yellow-bellied	Elaenia	 	

Mountain	Elaenia	 	

White-tailed	Tyrannulet	 	

White-throated	Tyrannulet	 	

Torrent	Tyrannulet	 	

Golden-faced	Tyrannulet	 	

Variegated	Bristle-Tyrant	 	

Marble-faced	Bristle-tyrant		

Streak-necked	Flycatcher	 	

Rufous-breasted	Flycatcher	 	

Ornate	Flycatcher	 	

Scale-crested	Pygmy-Tyrant	 	

Rufous-crowned	Tody-Flycatcher	 	

Slate-headed	Tody-flycatcher	 	

Common	Tody-Flycatcher	 	



Black-throated	Tody-Flycatcher	 	

Yellow-olive	Flycatcher	 	

Handsome	Flycatcher	 	

Cinnamon	Flycatcher	 	

Acadian	Flycatcher	 	

Olive-sided	Flycatcher	 	

Tropical	Pewee	 	

Black	Phoebe	 	

Vermilion	Flycatcher	 	

Pied	Water-Tyrant	 	

Slaty-backed	Chat-tyrant	 	

Brown-backed	Chat-Tyrant		

Rusty-margined	Flycatcher		

Great	Kiskadee	 	

Golden-crowned	Flycatcher	 	

Streaked	Flycatcher		

Tropical	Kingbird	 	

Fork-tailed	Flycatcher	 	

Dusky-capped	Flycatcher	 	

Apical	Flycatcher	 	

Pale-edged	Flycatcher	 	

Bright-rumped	Attila		

Green-and-black	Fruiteater	 	

Orange-breasted	Fruiteater	 	

Barred	Fruiteater	 	

Scaled	Fruiteater	 h

Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	 	

Red-ruffed	Fruitcrow	 	

Red-crested	Cotinga	 	

Olivaceous	Piha	 	

Golden-winged	Manakin	 	

Barred	Becard	 	

Black-billed	Peppershrike	 h

Rufous-browed	Peppershrike	 	

Brown-capped	Vireo	 	

Black-collared	Jay	 	

Black-chested	Jay	 	

Green	Jay	 	

Blue-and-white	Swallow	 	

Brown-bellied	Swallow	 	

Southern	Rough-winged	Swallow		

Scaly-breasted	Wren	 	

House	Wren	 	

Sedge	Wren	 	

Whiskered	Wren	 	

Bay	Wren	 	

Sharpe’s	Wren	 	

White-breasted	Wood-Wren	 	

Munchique	Wood-wren	 	

Gray-breasted	Wood-Wren		

Chestnut-breasted	Wren	 h

White-capped	Dipper	 	

Andean	Solitaire	 	

Orange-billed	Nightingale-Thrush	h

Swainson’s	Thrush	 	

Black	Solitaire	 	

Pale-eyed	Thrush	 h

Black-billed	Thrush	 	

Great	Thrush		

White-capped	Tanager	 	

Black-capped	Hemispingus	 	

Superciliaried	Hemispingus	 	

Oleaginous	Hemispingus	 	

Gray-hooded	Bush-tanager	 	

Crimson-backed	Tanager	 	

Flame-rumped	Tanager	 	

Lemon-rumped	Tanager	 	

Blue-grey	Tanager	 	

Palm	Tanager	 	

Blue-capped	Tanager	 	

Hooded	Mountain-tanager	 	

Lachrymose	Mountain-Tanager	 	



Scarlet-bellied	Mountain-Tanager		

Black-chinned	Mountain-Tanager	 	

Blue-winged	Mountain-Tanager	 	

Grass-green	Tanager	 	

Buff-breasted	Mountain-Tanager	 	

Fawn-breasted	Tanager	 	

Glistening-green	Tanager	 	

Multicolored	Tanager	 	

Golden-naped	Tanager	 	

Black-capped	Tanager	 	

Gold-ringed	Tanager	 	

Black-and-gold	Tanager	 	

Scrub	Tanager	 	

Blue-necked	Tanager	 	

Rufous-throated	Tanager	 	

Blue-and-black	Tanager	 	

Beryl-spangled	Tanager	 	

Purplish-mantled	Tanager	 	

Metallic-green	Tanager	 	

Bay-headed	Tanager	 	

Saffron-crowned	Tanager	 	

Golden	Tanager	 	

Silver-throated	Tanager	 	

Green	Honeycreeper	 	

Golden-collared	Honeycreeper	 	

Blue-backed	Conebill	 	

Glossy	Flowerpiercer	 	

Black	Flowerpiercer		

Indigo	Flowerpiercer	 	

Chestnut-bellied	Flowerpiercer	 	

Masked	Flowerpiercer	 	

Rusty	Flowerpiercer		

White-sided	Flowerpiercer	 	

Black-backed	Bush-Tanager	 	

Bananaquit	 	

Yellow-faced	Grassquit	 	

Buff-throated	Saltator	 	

Black-winged	Saltator	 	

Streaked	Saltator	 	

Rufous-collared	Sparrow	 	

Plumbeous	Sierra-Finch	 	

Saffron	Finch		

Blue-black	Grassquit	 	

Gray	Seedeater	 	

Yellow-bellied	Seedeater	 	

Ruddy-breasted	Seedeater	 	

Plain-colored	Seedeater	 	

Paramo	Seedeater	 	

Chestnut-capped	Brush-Finch	 	

Stripe-headed	Brush-Finch		

White-naped	Brush-finch	 	

Tricolored	Brush-Finch	 	

Yellow-breasted	Brush-Finch	 	

Slaty	Brush-Finch	 	

Olive	Finch	 	

Tanager	Finch	 	

Dusky	Bush-tanager	 	

Yellow-throated	Bush-Tanager	 	

Ashy-throated	Bush-Tanager	 	

Hepatic	Tanager	 	

Summer	Tanager	 	

Red-hooded	Tanager	 	

Crested	Ant-Tanager	 	

Rose-breasted	Grosbeak	 	

Tropical	Parula	 	

Blackburnian	Warbler	 	

Black-and-white	Warbler	 	

Louisiana	Waterthrush	 	

Mourning	Warbler	 	

Canada	Warbler	 	

Slate-throated	Redstart	 	

Golden-fronted	Redstart	 	



Russet-crowned	Warbler	 	

Golden-bellied	Warbler	 	

Riverbank	Warbler	 	

Three-striped	Warbler	 	

Russet-backed	Oropendola	 	

Chestnut-headed	Oropendola	 	

Yellow	Oriole		

Shiny	Cowbird	 	

Andean	Siskin	 	

Yellow-bellied	Siskin	 	

Lesser	Goldfinch	 	

Thick-billed	Euphonia	 	

Golden-rumped	Euphonia	 	

Orange-bellied	Euphonia	 	

Blue-naped	Chlorophonia	 	

Chestnut-breasted	Chlorophonia	 	




